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Causes of poverty: Discussion
Question 1
The first type of America that Martin Luther King talked about and who exists today is the beautiful America. This American is overflowing with the milk of prosperity and honey of opportunities. Here Luther King was talking about the wealthy Americans today or the top class people in the society. The other type of American is the poor one. This category of people represents the unprivileged and low-class people in society.

Question 2
Social structure perpetuates poverty through the economic system of the country. Mathew Bruenig explains that the design of the economic system is the root cause of poverty. The theory states that all economic system does sufficiently distribute resources, goods, and services to the neediest Americans. Race, class, gender, and access all perpetuate poverty. Being a member of a minority group makes it hard to pull out of such conditions. Race perpetuates poverty in that most of the racially discriminated societies remain poor and stay at the bottom. Where there are discrimination and inequality, one group tends to be poor while the other is rich. Racial or ethnic minorities are disproportionately affected by poverty. This is because there is an unequal distribution of resources. Gender is another factor that perpetuates poverty. Gender discrimination mostly affects women. Women are denied access to basic needs like education, resources, or employment opportunities, which makes it difficult to break the cycle of poverty. This makes it difficult for them to pull out of their miserable conditions. For example, when women are denied the right to education, it means they are not empowered and that they cannot have good jobs. This also means that they will have less or no earning. Even when they are educated, they may face a glass ceiling, which is a promotional barrier that prevents women from ascending in the corporate ladder. Their low earnings lead to them being poor. Therefore, gender can perpetuate poverty, and this explains why there are many poor women compared to men in the world. The class also perpetuates poverty because it is tough for a low-class person to pull out of his/her situation.  

We can solve poverty rooted in the social structure by promoting equality among every individual. I believe all individuals should have access to national resources, education, employment, housing, healthcare, and other opportunities regardless of their gender, class, or race. I believe the solution to solving poverty rooted in the social structure is by removing such inequalities and bridging these gaps.  The marginalized and the minorities in the country should share the national cake like the others. The state should prohibit discrimination based on social, cultural, economic, or civil identities. Thus, the only way we can solve poverty rooted in the social structure is by promoting social equality. 

Question 3
While the structural theory of poverty focuses on the inability of the economic system to sufficiently distribute resources to all people, individual or personal responsibility is a result of laziness or loss of a job. In other words, the structural theory focuses on the state's inability to distribute resources adequately to all individuals, while personal responsibility blames the individual himself for being poor. Work responsibility, such as work ethics, is responsible for individual poverty. Personal deficiencies can cause poverty. People who are lazy and refuse to work are poor due to their personality, and no blame can be placed upon the state. Other individual traits include saving characteristics of the individual. In a nutshell, the difference between the structural theory and the personal responsibility is that the structural approach places the blame for poverty to the state while the own individual poverty places the blame on the individual himself (personal deficiencies).
Question 4
Micro-interventions is a bottom-up strategy of helping people to come out of poverty. Government aid is not enough to solve the problem of poverty, and it is tough for big organizations to handle all individual problems. Micro-interventions require soft touches that are more appropriate to communities, families, and local organizations. Micro-interventions can help fight against poverty by identifying the situations of the people and society better. We should not rely purely on the government to solve the problem of poverty because the government has its limitations too.
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